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Dear Parents,
We’ve certainly had a very busy 9 days in school since returning from the half term break, hosting a
Sounds Write phonics parent meeting, commencing learning conversations and welcoming Ofsted to
come and experience what life at St Edmunds is like. It has been lovely to start to welcome many of
you into school or to meet with you online to discuss your child’s start to this academic year during
the learning conversations. As these continue for the next two weeks, if you have not yet made an
appointment to meet with your child’s teacher, please do so via the office.
Next week we will be celebrating Mass on Friday 18th November to mark St Edmunds’ Feast Day
(which is on Sunday 20th November). Parents are welcome to join us for Mass in the school hall at
9am.

Get those odd socks ready!
Next week is Anti-bullying week. As a school, each year we dedicate time to discuss and reflect
with the children about bullying and we engage in activities related to the Anti-bullying Alliance’s
theme. This year’s theme is ‘Reach Out. We will be exploring the importance of reaching out if
something unkind happens to you and also the part you can play as an onlooker if you see someone
being unkind to another. The week is kick started with an odd socks day, a fun
way for us to highlight an important message about celebrating what makes
each of us unique. We are inviting all children and staff to come to school on
Monday (14th November) wearing odd socks. Any colour, pattern, length or
style of socks are welcome. (Feel free to join in the fun too, we don’t want
parents feeling left out!) Keep an eye on our Twitter page for plenty of photos.

Remembrance
This week our assemblies and RE lessons have had a focus on Remembrance and we have taken the
opportunity as a whole school community to remember and celebrate the lives of people who have
died. Many of the children across the school have created crosses of remembrance to display in
their classrooms or on our display in the hall to pay their respects to others whether that be family,
friends or service men and women. Those captured below were produced by some of the pupils in
Year 6. The children have learnt a new song entitled Remember which they have sung beautifully in
two part harmony and they were delighted to be able to share with the Ofsted inspector who was
with us in Wednesday’s singing assembly. As we celebrate Armistice day today, we have taken the
opportunity to join together as a school community and shared 2 minutes of silence to show our
respect for those who have lost their lives during times of conflict throughout the world.

Why not follow us on Twitter @StEds_ip33

Year 3 Art
This term’s art in Year 3 has been focusing on relating the
technique of tie-dye to wax resist with the children learning
how to create patterns on materials using tie-dye and
exploring different effects. The children each tied up their
own t-shirt, wrapped bands around sections of it before then
applying dye to the shirts. There were real ‘wow’ moments
when the children untied their shirts and revealed the
patterns that they had created. They were amazed at how
different they all turned out. We couldn’t miss an opportunity
to share how fabulous these looked, so we had a fashion show
last Friday as the Year 3 children processed into celebration
assembly to music whilst modelling their creations.

Supporting Young People’s Mental Health—Parent workshops
These free virtual workshops (Zoom) being led by Norfolk and Suffolk Psychology in Schools Team are
designed to provide up to date advice and guidance on how parents and carers can support the young people in
their life. The workshops are live and 60 minutes long.
Top Tips for Managing Exam Stress for Young People and Parents
A workshop for parents and young people to provide guidance around exam season 14th November – 13:00 or
18:00
Supporting our Young People with Self-Harm
This workshop aims to develop parents’ understanding of self-harm and will cover:
“What is self-harm?”, “Why does self-harm happen?”, and “What can I do to help?” - 15th November – 18:00
Supporting our Young People with Anxiety
For parents to understand anxiety and how to support their child with worry 15th November – 19:15
Supporting our Children and Adolescents who have experienced Trauma
This workshop is for parents and carers of young people who have experienced
trauma. 12th December – 13:00 or 18:00
Supporting our Young People with Eating Difficulties/Disorders
A workshop for parents to help them look out for and understand what to do if their
child is struggling with eating 13th December – 18:00
Scan the QR code to find out more and book a place on a workshop or visit
www.eventbrite.co.uk and search for Psychology in Schools Team - NSFT

Can you help?
Year 3 are in need of cardboard or plastic tubes such
as wrapping paper tubes,
kitchen roll centres, carpet
rolls, poster tubes, drain pipes
etc for use in their music
lessons in the coming weeks.
They would be grateful of
donations of such items by
Monday 21st November.
These can be dropped into the
office. Thank you

Safeguarding our children
Gaming platforms
The BBC has released a new File on Four
radio episode discussing the gaming
platform Roblox. The episode investigates
the online platform’s measures to ensure
children are protected and explores
concerns around financial exploitation,
grooming and access to inappropriate
content.
Listen to the episode: Roblox: a dangerous
game?
Read the NSPCC news story: Is Roblox
safe for my child?

Tree decorations

The children in Year 5 and 6 have taken part in
a local art project coordinated by Michelle
Freeman from Crafty Foxes in order to create
tree decorations which are a reflection of
themselves. Making use of repurposed log
slices, the children have each used mirrors to
draw self portraits which they have then
transferred onto the decoration. As you can see
from the photo captured here, the final
products look really effective and have turned
out brilliantly. A number of schools have been
involved in this project and we’re delighted to
know that the children's decorations from St
Edmunds have been selected to be hung on the Christmas tree that will be located on Angel Hill.
They will take centre stage when the town’s Christmas lights are turned on next Thursday. If
you’re passing, go
and take a closer
look in the lead up
to Christmas
whilst they’re
hanging on the
tree. At the end
of the Christmas
period they are
going to be turned
into a mural which
will be returned
back to school for
us to have on
display.

Sounds Write Phonics Parent
Thank you to those of you who have completed
the questionnaire seeking feedback from our
Sounds Write parent information meeting that
was run last week. If you attended and are yet
to share your thoughts with us, please do so by
using this link
Sounds Write feedback questionnaire or by
clicking on the link in the original email sent out
on 04.11.22.

Diary Dates
Wks beg 7th/
14th/21st Nov
Mon 14th Nov
Mon 14th Nov
Tue 15th Nov
Fri 18th Nov
Fri 16th Dec

Learning conversations

Anti-Bullying Week starts with
Odd Socks Day
Annie and Sue in school
from OM Health and Wellbeing
Open Morning 10-11am
Whole School Mass to celebrate
St Edmunds Feast Day (20th Nov)
Whole School Mass
Last day of term

