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The King of The Fishes

Year 4 Workbook
By Jo Pearce

Welcome! Let me
introduce you to your
virtual  teacher, Jo. She will
guide you through the

activities.

Hello! Please read my
instructions carefully.
You will need something to
write  with, or a computer to

type on. Have fun!

L —

Mf u get started!

6D
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Sparky Start

dhe King of the Fishes as

a wishing tale. A wish is a
magical request for something
that you want .

1 So,myfirst challengefor youis: Whatyou would askfor
if youwere giventhree wishes?

My three wishes:

1. L wish | could fly because | would love to visit a different

country every week.

2. | wish that the rich people in the world would share their

money so that _no one was homeless or hungry.

3. L wish for a magic wardrobe which would mean that |

could create any outfit | fancied.

Tip . Thewordsandphrased haveunderlinedmight help you
extendyourideas.
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Our story

Thestorywe are goingto look at is WheKingof the C A & .R8siraditional story
hasbeenpassedaroundthe world by manypeoplewhichmeansthat there are
manydifferent versionsof the story out there. OurstoryisPie/ 2 ND $eisionQ &

Youcanlistento arecordingof the story here:
https://soundcloud.om/talkforwriting/fishes

| wonder what you
will like about the
story. What will
surprise  you? What will
it remind you of?

The King of the Fishes

Once upon atime there was a poor fisherman called Li.

Every day, he went down to the seato fish. There he
stood onthe rocks and threw the nets into the icy
waters and waited. When he pulled the nets in, he
would take any fish back to the market and sell them.

One day, he caught a huge fish. It had silver scales
that glittered in the sunlight, blooddred fins and a
golden crown. It was so beautiful that Li stood,
amazed, staring at the fish asit thrashed about in the net. Suddenly Li
felt guilty. It was so beautiful, and surely it must haveaf ami | y é

So, he scooped it up out of the net and set it free. Li stood watching as
the fish swamout to sea. Then, to his amazement, it turned and spoke
to him.
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0 L you have saved the King of the Fishes. | grant you one wish. When
the moonis high in the sky, come back here andtell meyour hear t 0 s
d e s i Wih. ailick of his fin, the King of the Fishes was gone.

Immediately, Li hurried home, wondering what on earth he should wish
for. There were so manythings that his family needed. First, he asked
his elderly father. 0 F a t If egau had one wish, what wouldit b e ? 6
There was a silence and then his father spoke, 8 Whspn, | would wish
for new eyes, for | amblind and will never seeagai n. 0

Next, he asked his mother. 6 Mo t hifeyou,had one wish, what would it
b e ?His mother thought for a minute and then said, 6 Wh son, | would
wish for money, for the roof needs mending and the winter winds whip

through the house and make my bones shiver s o . 0

Finally, he asked his beautiful wife. 0 Wi fifeyou had one wish, what
would it b e ?There was a silence and then his wife whispered, 0 Wh Iy,
| would wish for a baby, for who will care for us when we are old? Yes,
nothing would be more precious than ac hi | d. o

Poor Li could not make up his mind d they needed the money certainly,
but his father was blind and that was a terrible thing. However, he also
knew that a child would bring joy to them all. All evening, Li paced up
and down trying to decide what the wish should be.

Suddenly, he stopped pacing and grinned. Yes, he had it! He rushed out
of the house, through the forest and downto the sea. The moonwas
high in the sky and so it wastime to talk to the King of the Fishes. Li
ran down onto the rocks and stood there with the foam crashing about
him. He could see the mo o mdllection onthe waves, and then came the
King of the Fishes.

0 Wh ao you wish for L i @afled the Kingin a high, silvery voice.

0 Iwish for my father to see our sonin a cradle made of g o | shouted
Li. There was a silence and the great fish disappeared. The waves
stilled and Li could see the stars like silvery freckles in the dark night
sky. Then out of the darkness he heard a noise, drifting down through
the forest. It wasababycr yi ngée
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What did you think ?

Doyourememberl askedyou three questions
before we readthe story?

@
&
1. Whatdid you like about the story?
2. What surprisedyou?

3. Whatdid it remind you of?

[ S $har&thoseideasnow!

1. | loved the part when Li chose to put the fish back in the

water because it told me that he was a kind man.
2. The final wish surprised me because it was so clever!

3. This story reminded me of Aladdin because they are both

wishing tales.

Tlp . Theword becausemight help you extendyour ideas.

Whatdid you like

aboutthe story?

Whatsurprised

you?

Whatdid it remind

you of?
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Words! Words! Words!

—_—)

Gobackoverthe story and underline or highlightany
wordsthat youR 2 yk@bv.

—_—)

Askan adult to help youfind the meaningor look in a
dictionary online. Youmight alsowant to usegoogle
imagesto seepicturesof the word.

—_—)

Canyou seel havehighlightedmy wordsin yellow? [ S (i Q a
iInvestigatethosetogether:

1. My first word iswhip.

Whip hasmany meanings. Canyou matchthe definition to the picture?
L Qdorethe first one for you.

Definition Picture

Tobeataliquid fastto make
it light andfluffy

Tomovefastandsuddenly

Alengthof rope or material
usedto hit animalsor people

A memberof a political party
who makessurethat other
membersturn up to
meetingsandvote
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T Write ashort sentenceto match eachpicture. Make sure
youusetheword W ¢ K WK X Lar 3 &/ AQLIS/R Q ©
donethe first one for you.

Sentence

Last week, the chief whip ordered members

of the party to vote in favour of schools

A,/ ;vh closing.

2. My secondword is precious PreciousmeansW & 2 Y S Vel dpgciilto be
treated with O NB Q @

Squeezdhe word: What do you think of when you hearthe word precious?
Addyour ideasto mine below:

time with my family . precious — . gold
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3. My final word is reflection.

* Havealook at the picturesandthe definitions of the word. Write a

sentenceunder mine;

Reflection

Meaningl: Careful thought

and consideration

My sentence:Upon careful
reflection, Tim decided not to

purchase a new bike.

Yoursentence:

Meaning2: An image you can
seein a mirror , glass or

water.

My sentence: Polly caught sight
of her reflection in the mirror

and gasped.

Yoursentence:
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Read and Understand

1 FArst gobackto page3 andre-readthe story. Then
try to answerthe questionsbelow.

[ he correctanswer. | havedonethe first one

for you.

1. Whatdid Liusuallydo with the fish that he caught?

takethemto marketto sell put them back eatthem

2. What wasspecialabout the king of the fishes?

it waslarge it wasbeautiful it hadafamily

3. Howdid Lisavethe Kingof the Fishes?

he scoopedt up he put it backin the sea he gaveit awish

4. Howlongdid it take Lito decideon hiswish?

allevening afew weeks allday

5. Whosebabydid Lihearat the end?

hisandhisg A F SQ&day SAIKo6 2 dzND& a2 Y S 2iytlsediest
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Spellings!

I Hereisyour spellinglist.

| Practisethe words sothat you know how to spellthem and
then copythem correctlyinto the sentences.

| Thereare someideasfor practisingspellingsbelow. You
may need extra paperand somethingto write with.

precious whip reflection

decide caught thought

Ideasto practisespellings:

Write eachword andunderlineor circlethe tricky bit. Howwill you
rememberit?

Speedwrite ¢ how manytimescanyouwrite the wordsin one minute?
Findafriend or agrownup andplayhangman.

Saythe word asit is spelt,not asit sounds. Forexample for ¥ g Kyouw.JQ
couldsayW g A toemindyouthat thereisasilent¥ K Q ®

Putthe correctword in thesesentences

1. Juliawasupsetthat the thief had stolenher precious painting.

2. Luckilythe police the thief red-handed.

3. Thecourtsmust whatthe i K A @ifisQraent
shouldbe.

4. InVictoriantimes,the thief mayhavebeenhit with a

5. Unfortunatelyfor the thief, the courts that he
shouldbe sentencedo time in prison.

6. Inprison,the thief hadtime for anddecidedto

changehiswaysin the future.
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Gramma r

T [ S ivékion our sentences

T Youwill needa pieceof paperor anote pad,and
somethingto write with, or acomputer.

The Substitution Game

a) Inthis sentencefrom TheKingof the Fishesthe writer haspickedthree parts
of the fishto describein detail.

It had silver scales that glittered in the sunlight,
blooddred fins and a golden crown.

b) Thenounshaveadjectivesbeforethem.

Thewriter hasaddedextradetail aboutthe scaledy usingthat to addon a
relativeclauseW (i @littaiedinthed dzy t A I K i Q@

c)Canyou seethat my sentenceisthe samebut it isabouta
lion? | am substitutingthe wordsin the sentencefor new ones.

~ 5 2 yiddgetyourcommal

It hadgiant pawsthat thunderedacrossthe earth,
sandyfur anda fearsomeroar.

d) Makeup your own sentencedy substituting! Youcanusethe pictures
belowfor someideas

© Talkfor Writing 12



Grammar

T [ S ddadittle bit more!

T Youwill needa pieceof paperor anote pad,and
somethingto write with, or a computer.

Similar or different?

a) Thewriter of our storyusesW T NI yRICEIRNID talllthe ea@erwhere,
when or how somethingis happening. Twoexamples:

Immediately, Li hurried home, wondering what on earth he should wish for.

Suddenly, he stopped pacing and grinned.

b) Thesefronted adverbialsg immediately and suddenly¢ havea similar
meaning:4b do somethingveryfast, without waiting® @ { dzR RaSofmakeL
the readerfeel asthoughit hasbeena surprise;somethingunexpected.

c) Sort the wordsbelow. Arethey similarto the meaningof WA YY SR (1 St &
aretheymorelikeWa f 2 Wiitetlemd underthe word they are most
similarto, or in the middleif & 2 dza@tskre!

d) Practisehem in sentencesof yourown.

Leisurely, Steadly, Straightaway, Allat once,
Suddenly, Bitbybit, Asquickasflash, Gradually,

Immediately,

Suddenly,
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Boxing

T TheKingof the Fisheds awishingtale.

plot:

up

T [ S lb6katthe underlyingpattern of the story by
putting eachsectionof the plot into a separatebox.
Later,we canusethisto helpusplananew story.

typicalwishingtale will follow this type of

Main character(MC)reallywantssomething

MCtriesto getwhat they want

Abarrier getsin the way

MCovercomesghe barrier

MCgetswhat they wishedfor

Sometimesll iswell ¢ sometimesnot!

Whenyouboxup The Kingof the Fishesit follows a similarpattern:

© Talkfor Writing

TheKingof the Fishes | Plot Pattern My New StoryPlan
Liisapoorfisherman. MCis poor
Licatcheghe Kingofthe | MCrescuesananimal
fishesbut choosedo putit | that is the Kingor
back Queenof its kind.
TheKingof the Fishes Theanimalgrantsthe
grantsLionewish. MCone wish.
Liaskseachmemberof his | TheMCstrugglesto
family what they would decidewhat to wish
wishfor. Hestrugglesto |for.
decide.
Licombinesthree wishes | TheMCchooseshis
into one andasksthe King | wish, asksthe creature
of the Fishedor hiswish. |[andhiswishis

granted.
Everyonds happy. Liis Alliswell. TheMCis
now rich. now rich.

14




Innovation |deas

T Inyourstory,your maincharactemwill needto rescuea King
or aQueenof aspecies.

—_—)

| S Na&chediceto getcreative. Pickan animalanddraw or
describewhat the Kingor Queenof its kind would look like.
Youcouldusepaperandcolouredpensor pencils. Youcould
makea modelor useacomputer.

Thisiswhat Zoe(Y4)thoughtthe
Kingof the Alienswould look like!

AndhereisanotherY4LJdzLINAFk@ a
TheQueenof the Iguanas!
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Innovation

-_)

-_)

Hugging Close

to

ldeas

| have plannedtwo new stories. Onehugsvery closelyto the
model and one just shakeshandswith it.

Havealook at mine. Then,on the next page,there is a blank
boxingup grid for you to plan your new story. Will you hug
closeto the model or just shakehandswith it? L (u@ta you!

the Model

Usethe samebasicstory andjust changethe key charactersand objects.

Kingof the Fishes

Plot Pattern

My New Story Plan

Liisapoor
fisherman.

MCis poor

Zoe is a poor oyster diver .

Licatcheghe King
of the fishesbut
choosedo put it
back

MCrescuesananimal
that isthe Kingor
Queenof its kind.

Zoe catches an oyster with a
fabulous pearl. Puts it back.
Turns out it is the Queen of

the oysters.

TheKingof the
FishegrantsLione
wish.

Theanimalgrantsthe
MConewish.

Oyster grants Zoe one wish.

Liaskseachmember
of hisfamilywhat
they would wishfor.
Hestruggleso
decide.

TheMCstruggleso
decidewhat to wish
for.

Zoe wants her uncle to have
money to fix the leaks, her
mother to walk again and she

wants to have a puppy.

Licombineshree
wishesinto oneand
asksthe Kingof the
Fishedor hiswish.

TheMCchoosedis
wish,asksthe
creatureandhiswish
Isgranted.

Zoe wishes for her mum to
dance around with her puppy
in the garden of their

mansion.

Everyonds happy.

Alliswell. TheMCis
now rich.

Zoe is rich and all her dreams

have come true.

© Talkfor Writing
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Shaking Hands with

the Model

I Usethe samewishingstory ideabut breakawayfrom the model and
makethe story your own

Kingof the Fishes

Plot Pattern

My New Story Plan

Liisapoor
fisherman.

MCis poor

Zoe is a poor, runaway dancer
who dances for crowds in

London. Cut off from family.

Licatchegthe King
of the fishesbut
choosedo put it
back

MCrescuesananimal
that isthe Kingor
Queenof its kind.

Zoe helps a lost alien find his
ship. Alien is king of his

planet.

TheKingof the
FishegrantsLione
wish.

Theanimalgrantsthe
MConewish.

Alien grants Zoe one wish.

Liaskseachmember
of hisfamily what
they would wishfor.
Hestruggleso
decide.

TheMCstruggledo
decidewhatto wish
for.

Zoe wants to dance for the
royal ballet, give her mum
back her sight and go back in
time so she never chose to

leave home.

Licombinesthree
wishesinto oneand
asksthe Kingof the
Fishedor hiswish.

TheMCchoosedis
wish,asksthe
creatureandhiswish
iIsgranted.

Zoe wishes for her mum to
watch her dance swan lake in
2018.

Everyonds happy.

Alliswell. TheMCis
now rich.

MC is now a famous, rich
dancer and friends again with

mum.

© Talkfor Writing
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Plan

your

story

Kingof the Fishes

Plot Pattern

My New Story Plan

Liisapoor MCis poor
fisherman.
Licatcheghe King |MCrescuesan

of the fishesbut
choosedo put it
back

animalthat isthe
Kingor Queenof
its kind.

TheKingof the
FishegrantsLil
wish.

Theanimalgrants
the MConewish.

Liaskseachmember
of hisfamilywhat
they would wishfor.
Hestruggleso
decide.

TheMCstruggles
to decidewhatto
wishfor.

Licombineshree
wishesinto oneand
asksthe Kingof the
Fishedor hiswish.

TheMCchooses
hiswish,asksthe
creatureandhis
wishis granted.

Everyonas happy.

Alliswell. TheMC
isnowrich.

© Talkfor Writing

18




Write your story

| NowA (ti@eéito write your story! Youwill needacomputer,
tablet or paperand somethingto write with. L @Qitefyou a bit
of help on eachsectionas| write my own.

|  Wecanwrite it together, bit by bit.

Firstsection

Useyour boxed-up plannerto help you. Lookbackat Pie/ 2 Nb Sodél @x
to help youtoo. In this sectionl want youto:

* introduceyour MCand showthe readerthat the MCis poor;

* give abit of detail aboutyoura / Qaily life by usinga fronted adverbial
ikeWS ORIN& @ S I 6CBKSdr @R dzNadr working K 2 dzNE Q

| S NIt paragraph.Useit to help you write yours:

The Queen of the Oysters

A long time ago in a land of sea and stars, there lived a poor

oyster diver named Zoe.

When the tide was right , she went deep, deep down in the seato
catch oysters. There she would swim, desperately searching for
the secret shells. After her dive) she would take her catch to the

market to sell for coins.

I Checkyour punctation and spelling.

I Haveyourememberedfull stops? Arethere capitalletters after the full
stops? Haveyou rememberedthe commaalfter your fronted adverbials?
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Secondsection

Useyour boxed-up plannerto helpyou. Lookbackat the modeltext to help
you too. In this sectionl want youto:

introduce the new characterwho isW K S f in.d6rie@ay by the MC,

* describethe new characterin detail usingthe sentencepractisefrom
earlierin the workbook.

| S NEyBSécondparagraph.Useit to help you write yours:

One night, she caught an unusually large oyster. Shecoul dnot
help herself and she peaked inside. It had diamonds on its shell

that glittered in the moonlight, a shimmering pearl and an

angelic voice. As the oyster sang its mournful moan, Zoe froze

in the water. She was mesmerised. Instantly, she realised that

she c o u | daked this oyster, so she placed it back on the

seabed.

| Checkyour punctation and spelling.

I Haveyourememberedfull stops? Arethere capital letters
after the full stops? Haveyou rememberedthe commaafter
your fronted adverbials?

T Rememberto do this for the next sectionaswell

Third section

Useyour boxed-up plannerto helpyou. Lookbackat Pie/ 2 NDb Sadal @
to help youtoo.

In this sectionl want youto grantthe main charactera wish.

| S NEy®Hird paragraph.Useit to help you write yours.

As soon as the oyster touched the sand, it spoke to Zoe.
A Z o gqu have saved the Queen of the Oysters. | will grant
you one wish. Come back to me when the moonlight dances

on the waves and | will give you what your heart desi r es.

T Checkyour punctation and spelling.
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Haveyou rememberedfull stops? Arethere capital letters after the full
stops? Haveyou rememberedthe commaafter your fronted adverbials?

Fourth section

-~

Useyour boxed-up plannerto help you. Lookbackat Pie/ 2 Nb S U Q&
modeltext to help you too.

In this sectionl want you to:

make sureyour main characterthinks about what her family and friends
need.

| S NEyDaurth paragraph.Useit to help you write yours.

So that night Zoe returned home and tried to listen to what

her heart desired. One the one hand, her mum could not

walk so it would be wonderful if she could be cured. On the

other hand, Z o e family were so poor that their roof was

leaking in two places, so they really needed money for a new

house. Zoe dreamed of having a puppy of her very own. She

wanted all of these things, but there was only one wish. How

was she going to decide?

-~

Checkyour punctation and spelling.

Haveyou rememberedfull stops? Arethere capital letters after the full
stops? Haveyou rememberedthe commaalfter your fronted adverbials?

Fifth section

Useyour boxingup plannerto helpyou. Lookbackat Pie/ 2 Nb Sadél @x
to help youtoo.

In this sectionl want you to:

haveyour main characterreturn to the wish-grantingcharacter,
combinethe needsof youra / @i&ndsor family into one wish;

describethe setting.
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| S NEyDaurth paragraph.Useit to help you write yours.

As quick as a flick, it came to her!l She knew what to wish
for. The sun was setting, and the moon was beginning to
take over the day. Zoe could seethe mo o n Idlst

reflecting on the surface of the waves. It was time to talk

to the Queen of the Oysters.

Down, down, down she swam. The Queen of the Oysters
was there, waiting. Zoe used her hands to wish

underwater.  She used actions and hand signals to ask for
her h e a r dedire: i lwish for my mum to be chasing my

puppy around my mansi gqmdsen. 0

| Checkyour punctation and spelling.

_—)

Haveyou rememberedfull stops? Arethere capital letters after the full
stops? Haveyou rememberedthe commaafter your fronted adverbials?

Finalsection

Useyour boxingup plannerto helpyou. Lookbackat TheKingof the Fishes
modeltext to helpyoutoo.

In this sectionl want youto:

havethe wish cometrue;

makesureyour readerknowsthat your main characterhaschanged
becauseof the wish, like the examplebelow:

Suddenly, the oyster shimmered. The water felt cooler and
the seaweed seemed to stand still. Zoe swan up to the
surface and as soon as she broke into the air, she heard it: a

dog barking in the distance.

Zoe smiled. Her worries were finally over, and she walked

back to her mansion in the moonlight.
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Checkyour punctation and spelling.

Haveyou rememberedfull stops? Are

there capital letters after the full stops?
Haveyou rememberedthe commaatfter
your fronted adverbials?

Welldone!
Thankyou for workingwith me. Haveyou enjoyedwriting your story?

Now that you have a new story, why not publishit? Beloware some
simpleinstructionsfor makinga mini book from a piece of A4 paper.
Youcanusethe lastsheetof paperin this bookletto doit if K I @ $j¢f Q
anyat home.

If youhaveaccesgo the Internet, type this into Google:

“ - https://cutt.ly/OtvAkwg

Here, you can watch a mini-book being made and follow the
instructions.

Ortry the instructionson the final page:
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